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At the start of the review he focuses on 27 year old debut writer director Richard Kelly
Confusion about the genre “is it a horror film?” “What the hell is it” 
In the middle part of the review he focuses on the characters and the narrative 
Use of informal language for general reader
Talks about genre conventions 
“leafy-suburbia-plus-high-school setting” comparisons to other movies with similar but not the same feel
“This very strange movie” first impressions
“Jake Gyllenhaal is Donnie Darko” mentions the main actor because he is known
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Conventional generation conflicts” comments on narrative
“A psychologist, played by Katharine Ross” mentions this actor but does not mention the real names of the father of mother probably because of the popularity of the actress 
Not much on use of camera or special effects up to this point 
“A very creepy performance from Patrick Swayze” again mentions well known actor 
Comments on the special effects towards the end of the review “the "wormholes" in time” describing it effect on the movie as “slightly unmoored” “slightly cheesy fantasy world”
He calls the movie “stimulating” because of its uniqueness, the appropriate performance from the actor and the narrative by the director
Does not comment of the flaws of the movie, just hints towards how it is different and does not belong to a specific genre but by the way he says this makes it a good thing.
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Donnie Darko

arents of teenage daughters worry most about anorexa, they sa, nd

shove ll e, esnage boye'pasestsfess parsmoid schizopheni, And tis

‘perkaps alonely young man's menta llness - o perhaps somerhing dlse
‘ezl - that s being myhologised in his starilingly orginal flm by the 27-year.
old debrtant writerdirector Fichard Kelly, I it horeor Bl A lack comic
‘passble of Genertion X sngst? A taen drama with s pycho adge? It what the
elis i Looking in my notebook, see! have scrbbled: “David Lynch, The X
Files, Prozac Naton, My So-Called Lif, Ghost World” Donrie Darko hasthe
‘conventional eaty-subusbia-plushigh school secing of s such as Carie and
Halloween, to which i glancingly alludes, But none o these quite nlls the genre,
‘and perhaps more importanely the toneof this very strange movie
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‘Butits sleepy-eyed, intzospective Donsie who s causing his mom and dad the

‘most heartachs, Despie having good grades, he i going off the il in a pretry

bigeay: staying out al night, sleepwalking and vaking up God only knows where
o the road, oo the ey of a epify locsl golFclub here bermused lsyere

sk himto move o, Dorie's e s touched by fate when he happens t be ut of )
Bicbedeoomon he ight a 747 enginecomes craching dovn Fom th ky alking o et
hsough the oo, F e e b thers, it ould havelled i, Wt odd et weskends cson
hare e s o e plane s engine camsfom, Wt oddaris thathe

chested death because he had been old o gt out by 6 rabbi -, make that . - .
68 Rgurein a rabit costume - o appear t Donie n visin,telling him the Hetogeric e g
werldis gong toend. a e

It very iffsent from Jsamy Stevart
‘20 Harvey, Donsie hardly waste o el
‘anyons sbout bisscary new abbit
Fend. But e knov that b bas, in the
i lpped words of s famly, “not

been taling bis medicaton recently’.
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Fis viit o peychologisr, played by
‘atharine Ross, become fasco when.
she puts him i hyprotic ance and
e insstson alling sbout s, n0

‘matte hat the question, and starts:

el endonss Donis's sxistence with a drssslike quality: there e & ense that b
‘should actualy have died and tht he now inbabis 3 bizaree and often very funny
‘aftelife, In school, a localworthy from the PTA objects to bis English teachers
serting a ook by Graham Greene, because it is 3 work of viious porography. Do
‘you aven know who Graham Greena 7" snaps ona parent,“Oh please! I think

e veall ssen Bonanza; she repliss majestically.

‘Th schol allows prepesterous nspirationsl spesker Ym Cunningham - very
‘creepy performance from Parick Swayz - more oress tocolonise the school's
‘counseling service, i his andless exhortations o scape “fear, Donnde falls
inlove with Gretchen, & g from out of state who has moved to this new town,
it her mother both having changed thei names because they are being stalled
oy her ex-boyfriend:  plessinely jaded, postmodern deail.

it when Donis st sssing, or hllucinsting, he “wormaholes” i time thathis
phyicsteschr hascold bisasbort that the movie becomes elightly unmoored
From the veryshasp snd unsetling s of peyehelogica ightmare snd setute
‘socal comment,and moves into  slightly cheeey fantasy world, complete with
the speedad.up vision ofsdes beloved of pop vidsos, And it s inthis ial act.
s e movi loses somae oftdisurbing ede,

‘But how stimulating 0 see  flm that really can be scary and believes inies own
‘cariness, scariness with  point - not ik the preprograrmmed generc Sl school
‘poeucio-shockersw've been offererecently, The scarness i rooted in
‘compassion: you e jus araid for Dornie,Jake Gyllenhaal' performance canbe.
‘mannered,but it i undoubtedlyrigh for the part, and Kellys final narative
‘Slurich, windin the narrtive skein ound tothe beginning, s s o isted,
dreamylogic, This resolution works 2 an anguished metaphor; there's lmost a
Kind of thanatos,  yearning for death inthe mind ofthe ufferer, Donie doss.
ot want tobe temified of his demons any more, delusional o othervise, and
dossn't want them o poison th ives of everyone around him either, Donnde
‘Dasko s pecfct, ither ss horro Al o peyehologicel study: Butvhsts
refreshingly diferent distinctivepisce of work i,
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